
Thank you very much for giving us your precious time today.Thank you very much for giving us your precious time today.

We are now supporting the foreign students by the multi-lingual 

DAISY textbook.
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I will explain about these four points.I will explain about these four points.
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At first, let’s check the population of foreign students in Japan. At first, let’s check the population of foreign students in Japan. 

These are the top 5 countries. Many Korean are 3rd or 4th

generation. With the exception of Koreans, other foreign young 

people have  the problem of adapting to Japanese society and 

especially face the linguistic problem.
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Focusing on the case of Brazilians, it is very difficult for them to Focusing on the case of Brazilians, it is very difficult for them to 

learn Japanese. The ratio of students who can go to high school is 

low. It may be under 75%, and more than 50% of Brazilian 

students should go to night school.

After the Lehman shock, the Japanese-Brazilian employment 

situation has become drastically worse. The number of the 

children who cannot go to school increases.

On the other hand, the students who should return to Brazil face 

the linguistic problem in Brazil because they could not learn well 

both Portuguese and Japanese . Toward such a minority problem, 

central and local governments are taking action of course. For 

example, since 2009, Japanese language schools accept foreign 

students who can not go to school for several months. However 

such a public policy is not enough for solving the problem. Even 

now many foreign students are not supported well.
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I will show you some pictures of the place where our project is I will show you some pictures of the place where our project is 

trying to support Brazilian students.

This is a special class for foreign students in the public school of 

KONAN city.

He is now learning Kanji characters,  which is difficult to learn for 

foreign students from the non-Kanji areas.
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We are now collaborating with the school board and beginning to We are now collaborating with the school board and beginning to 

support Brazilian students by using ipads.
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This pupil can concentrate well to read Japanese textbooks and This pupil can concentrate well to read Japanese textbooks and 

learn by himself with DAISY file on his ipad.
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He started to like to learn Kanji after he began to use an ipad.He started to like to learn Kanji after he began to use an ipad.
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Since 2009, we have started our project by getting collaboration Since 2009, we have started our project by getting collaboration 

from a Brazilian School. In 2009, we made the multi-lingual 

(Japanese and Portuguese) textbook with them.
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The students drew the pictures, title of which was “My dream of The students drew the pictures, title of which was “My dream of 

Brazil”, and wrote the essay.

We made the multi-lingual DAISY picture book, recording their 

own voice. 

This project was  successful to empower them.
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This is one of their pictures.This is one of their pictures.

It is very sad for us that this school should be closed after the 

Lehman shock: great economic depression.
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We are now trying to approach another Brazilian school: COLEGIO We are now trying to approach another Brazilian school: COLEGIO 

SANT’ANA in Shiga prefecture.

Please look at these school buildings which are prefabricated ones.
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There are 30 elementary students and 10 junior high school There are 30 elementary students and 10 junior high school 

students and 20  nursery school toddlers in this school. 

The tuition is ¥30,000 to ¥45,000 (R$ 670 – 1,000) for a month. 

One third of them can not pay their tuition.
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In this class, 3rd or 4th grade students are studying Social studies In this class, 3 or 4 grade students are studying Social studies 

now.  
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The volunteers come twice a week and teach Japanese to them. The volunteers come twice a week and teach Japanese to them. 

However the time is not sufficient for them to learn Japanese.
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They use 4 textbooks every year. Each textbook costs ¥7,000-They use 4 textbooks every year. Each textbook costs ¥7,000-

10,000 (R$150-230), so the total cost for textbooks is ¥28,000-

40,000 (R$ 620-890) for a year.

As you know, these are free if they go to public school in Japan.

If we can provide the DAISY Brazilian textbook, it will be 

convenient for them economically and educationally.
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By the way, what are the merits of DAISY for foreign students By the way, what are the merits of DAISY for foreign students 

education?

1. DAISY text is a very efficient tool for learning languages, 

because each word synchronizes the sound. It is possible to 

stimulate the sense of hearing and the sense of sight at the same 

time.

2. If we can make the multi-lingual DAISY textbook, we can 

educate simultaneously the students in their own language and 

the host country’s language.

3. If the foreign students go to public school and their parent can 

not understand Japanese, a communication gap arises between 

them. The multi-lingual text book promotes communication 

between them.

4. The DAISY tool is very useful in order to support the young 

foreigner who can not go to school.

5. We can accumulate the knowledge of how to  support them, 

and everybody easily get it by DAISY tool.
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The DAISY is usually thought of as the tool for disabled people. The DAISY is usually thought of as the tool for disabled people. 

The support system is built on such a belief. In Japan the 

government as well as the school board can not imagine that  

DAISY textbooks are also useful for foreign students. It is difficult 

to find a collaborator in public schools because school culture is so 

conservative.
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I think it is very important for us to collaborate to make an I think it is very important for us to collaborate to make an 

international support network in order to break through such 

barriers.

If we can make such a network, it will be easy to make the multi-

lingual DAISY book. This kind of project will surely contribute both 

for making the inclusive society and for raising the level of basic 

education all over the world. 
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